Pre-reading – Analogy Graphic Organizer
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In order to help students link new information to background knowledge, the Analogy Graphic Organizer (Buehl & Hein, 1990) provides a visual framework for students to analyze key relationships in an analogy.  Through this comparison/contrast text paradigm, students can learn to “broaden their understanding of important concepts or vocabulary.  An Analogy Graphic Organizer can be used with students to introduce a topic, to guide comprehension while reading, or to extend the learning after reading.” 


“The Analogy Graphic Organizer uses analogy to help students perceive similarities and differences between a new concept and something familiar in their lives.

1. Determine what students already know to establish an analogous relationship to the concept being introduced.  This can act as a bridge to the topic being introduced.  For example, the students learning about a colony in social studies can relate it to a situation with which they are familiar—being a dependent child in a family.

2. Introduce the Analogy Graphic Organizer on an overhead transparency.  Brainstorm with students’ specific characteristics or properties common to both concepts.  Enter these in the Similarities column.

3. Ask how the two concepts are different and enter these in the Differences column.

4. Discuss with students further categories that make up the basis for the comparison.

5. Have students write a summary about the similarities of the new concept and the familiar concept using the Analogy Graphic Organizer.

Advantages

· Students enhance their understanding of new concepts or vocabulary through the analysis of familiar analogous concepts.
· Students make connections to new material by activating related experiences and background.
· Students gain practice in writing well-organized summaries that follow a compare/contrast frame.
Example:

New Concept





Familiar Concept

Colony






A Child in a Family

Similarities





Differences

Mother Country/Parents



Child lives with family: Colony is in 

set the rules





a separate area

Are dependent for protection,



Colony is now regarded as a negative

support, and other things.



System;  Family is positive

Are related to Parents or Mother 


Colony often includes many different

Country (Settlers)




peoples (natives); Family is usually 








related

Are at early stage of development


Colony tends to be exploited by 








Mother Country; Child is nurtured.

Sometimes feel resentment about status

Colony’s independence often 








Connected with violence

Eventually want to be independent

Relationship Categories

Dependence on Others

Kinship/Family Background

Control/Self-Determination
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