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INTRODUCTION

In this chapter, we review the names of apecills
prarin ol letters, Boowing the names of the parie of
characters Is essentlal for a desigoer who will coa-
rhimicile with iypeseiiers, other desigrers o
clicits i the futire, Wheen you need (o cxplatn why
s e fhdmenn i gt culine feat loe a hesdline or for
by copy, L can be very helplul 1o vse the corred
termbnoligdy o clerecibee the paris of e leibeos (i
resonate with certaln assoclatlons, Also. o Uwe
prroicees nf learndegd Tthe sinnses of the different pora
of a clearacter, you will begin o noloe tee subtle dif
ferenoek I how o particalar area B stnaetaned os
wransiiions from one shape 10 the next This, in
fuiras, Deiels tooa laller apprectation of lomls (6 gen
eral, and i1 mproves your ability 1o discern one
fonit froen s ler, by oot sl appaeelatiog Uhiese
distinguishing detalls,

Lassaranlangg Chie abedandls ol Bvpe s also the nbliaién
of & deslgner—the opportunity to learn a mesw lexd-
cxith amih Do B Baniflliare sith e fargs of the lleld,
If words indeed make our reallty, then Knowing the
sl |l.||:||_'.r-::-l vpography s pecessary los desiinem
wha are using type as the palnt on their canvas,

BENERTS OF Knowing Tyee DETaILS

Frsrbing the catnfls ol typse allows you Lo speak
with confidence about a font setection amd |ustify
s ddectaston artculabiedy, Yoo will eventually ebovelop
vour ewn ypographic sense, deckding which onis
o peeber, e Tond thad you feel i ellective, anid (ha
fonts that you find emotive, Long belfore vou get (o
Uhil= prodesd, v bl T s Do foe Josss ol Tygee risoee
cridcally, understanding why a designer chose a
janetieilne foqat, meed anlyveing baswe seell you tlalak 6
hias been used or how you would change it In order
iy recoinies fonls more I:|".|l|||i_l.'. Wamd BEiasl cornae o
hnow the pans of a character very well so that you
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can compiee the nuances of aae Giee o gnothes,
Minwie detalls i sedls can determlne e dillerence
Between i Font appeaning clegant, erugneered, or ca

suid, You will lkely aiiribule personalities {o fonts
that you Beeome Bomiliar with. Yoo moy even flicd
ynursell sketching oul your own font al seme poln
Im ehe fitre]

Rosuan AND ftalic

These two styles of fusts are casily distinguistsed:
findle: b by pdinbed, or shieered, to Ce rghl. My
rpephiles argue thal you can tell the true qualiey of
i ol by exmpsining, Che iadic mogd i relintlaiship o
the Roman face. The jtalic should regain a sense of the
Homuny el dis nbyle, but 00 showll also be distisetly
dilferent from the Bomas, imcorporating the hosked
Mudals, the descemder on e 0 curved termbnsls
i some loops In clasciers. Maintaining the essence
of e Foenl, yel erenting an Hable that Javanontees wiili
lhe Riman is not an easy sk

Uppencase AND LowERCASE AsCENDERS anD DesceNDeRs

Upper- wnd Towercane letters are distinguished
by the presence of ascenders and descenders, The
capitals pre pll e sone helghl, The ascender e
and the cap height line may be the same in some
frnis; stanetiomes e aunpm e o bl sdoeeier than e
ssrenders,

Ascenders are the praris of the stroles ol n ool
Ul extend above the wakst Hoe or x- height line of
the foint, Descarielers iare e parts of sieehes of bet
ters thal extend below the base Une of a font
darcalers prel deseenders wre [ownl eiEly I e low
errase letters of an alphabet. They help readers (o
roeogniae words more caslly due o the disiine
slapes ereated when they ans combined Into words.

HuRUNE STROKE AMD STEM STROKE

The fodriine wiroke of o clineneter s (e thinne
ol the =trokes, The stem stroke s the thicker or
i strolo of o betier, The desdgn o e iransdibon
frcant the halrline to the stem stroke ofien gives a fomt
mueh of iis wesligue agpearance,

SERFS, BRACKETING, AND Sans Semir TerminaLs

Serifs are the “feet” that vou see on the botton ol
e belicrs Lot vou are roading. Ty are exicnnbong
I e strokes of letters. Serils are thought to be
retained froon Hae cliyn when iype was eul nko stone
Wit ehilsed, but this 1= debaled, Serifs come in many
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dilferenl sizes and shapes; they can e poun
polnted. tnpered, alals, or rulecl, ‘Thie base of &
can be flat, or it can be arched or "cupped.”

Spns serd] fanis co nod biive serifs) thelr stoa
end in square or rounded or or splaved of angled e
minals, Sans means “wliliou” I French, so ey e
“wedihioul” serifs, The ends of sans aeril strokes &
called termminms.

Brachketing 1s the deslgn ol the area that attacks
e meril b ihe striake of e befter, A serl e be b
eled or not, Bracketing is nod essential. There can b
heovy bracketing o a sedl or very littke brackeling
Cinly serlf fonts hove brackeling sans serif fonls
niol slnee they do ol have sertls, Brockelbng s s
a rneans of discerning ane foal (om another, Oree
youl start b0 recopnboe fonts, you ean oflen use buck
eling to check which Fonl you are loaking at.

Booy Hecyt, X-Heckr, Waust Like, Mean LINE

Thie by aof o cluiriseter s this port ol o letters G
falls between the haseline and the waist fine, arx
Teereghid ez, The x-helghie B §5 consicbered e lelgh
of the lewercase ketiers. The *5° 18 used to measurs
the |:|n|15.' ol @ Joesl Bz 1L tonachies botly the base
line and the waist line in two flat terminals, The s
hedght ks bnporiant to know when i@ coees Lo evib
nating the readabdity of a font. The x-helghl Tine &
als referred 1o as the mean e ol e fon,

Stness on Bias oF a Font

The stress, or bins, of a lont 5 the angle delen
mined by thie direction of the ihleler slem strokes
of a Roman characier. The angle or oblicquesd siress
wis histordcally cavsed by (he Mot dpped pen held
at a conslstend angle. The thickest aren of the strake
i referred 1o as the mmximuem steess ol e leiien
The maxdmuem siress of a character is often nod dl-
recily parallel b senl iypeloees, due w the angle of
the siress,

Moal sanas el Tonts ilso have a stress, Bt 10
gometimes less prommigeed than in senf fomls, winich
hvee o osnore chewely dellnsd stem nmd hotrllne siroke

BowLs, CRoTcHES AND COUNTERS IN A FONT

The bowd of a letter s the round strolke thal en-
closes apiee. Thie bowl is Uhe temn ased for Use siralie,
gnd the omefer s the term used for the space that &
enclosed, L the bowd strolee loaches o slein stroke, |
creates @ closet] counter, as for example, o %5 b, L
i, o, g, ool g L however, the Tiowl does nol tisieh &

T
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stern strolee, It creates an OpeEl colnler, as
B ey, m,omos, o e®

Even angled strokea can ereate coumn-
fers ms b W, W K ¥, o " Counlers e
be open or closed depending oo e leller,
The erotedi b bt Lerm Bor tlee InLerlor spoce
ereated by the juneture of two anggled
straken ol o chismetier, as in the "H, M, &,
¥, WKL Y. and £ An @cute crodeli is an
augle of less than 805 an obiuse ermich s
whem ihe strokes of a character nseet at an
Engde preater Uae 905

Apixes amn Vermeres

The apaeaf a letter is the area whese 1w
upenecl-palnting anplel strokes cons G-
giher. The apex of o character usually ex-
Seiils mllgdelly puast (e engs e £ pmudes I o
tically appear the same helght as olher
letlews, There mre clllesend fvpes of apeyes,
fresmple, potmded, roundsd, sheared, hal-
bl posdd fhisl,

The vertex of a letier 15 the inverse of
e apex; B b the jueneture of o doo-
warl slantng strokes. The verlex also has
A numer of varucicees, saach as the Dt
sheared, pointed or ronnded versions, He-
menilser Uae vertexw Is Lhe e foe Lhe ol
sile of the stroke juncture, and the cratels
I8 the fevon for the Dterdor ol the jomeiaee

AamE AND LEgs 1N Tyee
Armes and legs are the names of parts
el letlers Lhat extened ool Troms thse fiende

siroke of the ledter and are free on lhe
fermidinel encl, Thie strokes tlast extend) oo
ellher stradght or are angled upweard are
called the arms of e charaeier, The
girekes thal extend dosmward from the
slem ol Lhe Jedter awee cnblegd Tevps, Yoo will
nolice that these terms are ghven to ox-
lenabniis flust mee abmdbore Do oo awn np-

pendngies,
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Apex—Flat, Pointed, Extended, Halfowed, Rounded
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Ears anD Spuns N Tyee

An v in type is the small terminal stroke (some
Lhimes fowndls o peir- tl-l'-ltlj:lll'll.l prm|ecting feoim e
i ol lowerease Boman °g, 1, [, and a." The cars ane
illfferent o aoe lond o Lhe sext, anid ihey e be
used fo distinguish fonis.

Suspwer lnon smndl sreke ol eonnscts (e cused
slroke io the vertical siroke in the uppercase *G,°
T spd vsvally has o snill extension ol shidch
varies from font 1o font. Some fonts, particulady sans
sl fonds, bave BEle oF mo spae an the 0,0

Tt Cross Ban ann e Cross STROKE

The cross bar In type @& the horzonial ateeke thai
comnects Lwa tdlier simkes lin o elinreder. Hatls
ends ol the cross bar meel and are joined by o stem
of Isilrlne strakes,

The rmoss siroke (5 a borizonial strode thal in
leraects noross ope ol the maln strokes of the elhar-
acter, but i=s free om one or ath ends, Usoal |!|I S REL ]
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bors and cross strokes are the smme widih a8 (e
bualrbine stroke of the font. Cross hars and eross
strokes can be curved, angled, or stepped, e
pending on ihe font,

Loops, Links Ann TaiLs

A boop s The lower bow] or descender on the low
The link 1s the strake thst copnects the
lnop to the upper bowl in the lowenease =g

The il 15 the swashed strake thnt dillerentinies
an ™ froam a "0 The iail can be simiple and e
tnal, or magnilicent and decorntive,

Lo, linkes and tails are ofien good plinces 4o

erense g,

Inspect a lont lor the diosyoerntie tendencles of a
pe designer, Frequendhy these F-“'IH.I.II. el s sl
i gredt sense of e personaliiy of the type,

SeiNes, EYES AND SHOULDERS i TyPe

The =pirier is the name given o the sinesy, don
ble curving stroke i the letier "s," The spine (s often
U thickest part of the letier *s.7 Mhils oo s coasy
io remember becavsee (he book of the "5 5 shaped
U minne s the homan spine.

The ey dn type b= the specifie ferm given o the
woimter ol the bwerease "¢ The ey in very im-
portint o vpe designers beconse 1t s allen e Oest
area o plug up on press i the type s very small,

Stoudclers are the nnme of the transiton rarm
ihe vertienl to the curved strobie in letters, Shol-
ders are fowned in L by omy n, and w” The desbin
of the shoulders In o font 1s very subile and the
welghil has b e refined perfectly (0 creaie an undis
tracting arem, The aslape of these fansitions de-
termings whether o font appears round. oval or
spEared off.
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SwiasHES AND FLAGS
A sy i deporaive Bourish vewed Lo seoent o clar
acter, usally ot the beginnbng or end of o word. Swashes

can b eurksd, bedated, or gracelisl exlensions, added i

fefbers 1o call ablention lo e Jetber amd to ke o
seise of ek Lo the iype, Swisshes are ollen altermain
cluirciers I scripd ol

A flag s the small swash ke sirokes wsed on
calllgraphic Mnts (ol flonarish o the vertead stroloes,
Flags are most oflen seen on black letler type londs

Beaxs anp Banss

A benk 15 i hall serld at the ends of an °E., F, L.
or T Beahs sometmes exlemnd in two directions
fromk the mrm, Beaks ace balf serifs that are at e
end of cnly stralght strokies in letiers,

A bertr 1= i bl sl fouwnd ad the encd of o curyed
stroke, such as & "C. G, or 5.7 Barbs sometlmes o5
tened in both directions from the canoed simoke,

TERMINALS

A dermiveal s the end of pstroke lnoa font. There
are endless possibililes (o the design ol lerminals,
There can be flat, hallowed, rounded, sheared,
feardrop, or angled terminals, The ferminal detor-
milmes much of e appearane: of & sans seril fonk.
Thie design of Lermdnals 18 as specific o a sans serif
fomit s Use design of the serlf is (oo serifed fond, In
seril fonls, the ear of the “n® and the "¢ are ofien
tanll or tedrdrop termminmls.

Powr S0 i Tyre

Thee point siee i fype s the measare of the font
It comes from Wie days of lead bype, when e slug
Wit betters wene ciusd o6 had to inchade space for the
ascenders, the body and the descenders of all the

_—— Swash
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Harts of a

herraeter

letters. S, polnt slze is messured from the ascen- r
der e to e descender line. Althowidh the clays ol

Teand bype are past, the podnl size is measured this

saiEle Wiy, even on comiputers, Peint see inelodes

aseenders; the body and the descenders of a font.

This mny 1ol seen bogeal ot first. bt 18 makes Beaks

gense I0you understand that lead type had (o be casl .
i much m wny Lt e basclines of all of the cling 5.1 Bl bt T e i i o Pt s o e E L o
aciers wiuld Hace up

KNG TYPE TERMINOLDGY

Horbwwing Lhve pirses of the parts of gype can help
you 4F you are trying to find the right font for a job,
oor 11 ot are Booling for a spectllo desdgn of o font Groms
a supplier. Knowing these terms will allow you to talk
alsouil Uhe dedails of e typee nocuradely . o whietlies
with eaollengues or with clients,

Barbs

5.5 Do N ¥ i el ol P vt bk i T2 0 i
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ProuecT. Desics WimH ONE CHARRCTER
[he progech B2 1 dedlgn @ eroative Baval using onn chis

A0 e oo peter & cor b ahssmcy o very osmeked, Chopse one s
1k " e U st k!
HERIE e Bl il
ity o] i
gt e ki L

il the alphabel, Using boob e capical and lowireass verdi
ol 1Bl Jelier, soleot ame serland one sans soel fosd, Enling
e Iebtera, ool o in absiraok patbern, You con bl ip
Wetberrs o Erneing paper, aml use nnother Heco of rcing e
1o delermine the layonud by ieacing Lhe leflers aver one i
bt om can als enlonge teman (he popy machineg e

layuut, Bl make sure 1hot o hove pcedeshe Grawings of L
Tk lers (i Wik Erom

Uiekng elther B flade or thie Komasn versbnng [amd ol
Bipirs e e Intiers], copale your destan using one e
aitr, Yodn B [osar veralons al Uhe Jolser in W seeil face e
sl 1M, TR epeersn, Bosan ke rease, |nlo uppensese, SiE
lewercase] aml toue verstons of the ledler In sans seril s

Tnedrparnse inba yodr desin

Fur tsample: i your lotier i “F s DB W T CHBE G U
B0 flil %7 somaanton by millhfm“mﬂﬂ'm Y percis: F (rom e sesiland ibe sana senl milnko ond Bomm
P eEARIRAS B DO B0 s Gl mirt Ca iy o e bl e Create o design from ol least ve differest 175

Yoo por Dermitend e Dbk, wtsiie: nnd gray in your design The

L

{inal stz will B2 1171 172 (eluher vertcal e horioncal) 5l

will e e enten] b cut (R LA thn oo owverlay, mork the nomes

af the parks of Che bEkers om che Lermes in this chiapiee.
tegin by dodmg 16 B umEnaiis of tho design a1 small gl

raam b Scaks, You meed nol use e enlin lisptee in U deslg |
wome il wean blecd ofF (s jaar, o ek, yoe ey siml Bo e
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